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195 Main St.
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Tel: (860) 376-2325 Fax: (860) 376-6697

August 23, 2021

Dear Voluntown Public Schools Families, Staff and Community,

We hope you are having a healthy, happy and restful summer. This communication is intended to give you
a COVID-19 update on what you can expect for our fall re-opening. Please note, as the Delta Variant and
COVID-19 are changing daily, this information is subject to change.

In conjunction with the DPH (Department of Health) and CSDE (CT State Department of Education)
recommendations:

COVID Symptoms:
● Students and staff need to stay home and isolate if they are sick.
● Below are the COVID symptoms. If a student or staff member has these symptoms, they are

instructed to stay home, isolate and call the school nurse:
○ Key COVID-19 signs and symptoms are as follows: feeling feverish, measured

temperature 100.4 F or more, chills, uncontrolled new cough, shortness of breath,
difficulty breathing, loss of taste or smell. There are other more nonspecific signs and
symptoms. For a full list, see CDC web page at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

Contact Tracing:
● Call or email the school nurse or principal if you are COVID positive or a close contact so

that they can conduct contact tracing/inform the classroom teacher.
○ All fully vaccinated persons are exempt from quarantine (if exposed to a COVID

positive person) if they remain asymptomatic.
○ Previous COVID positive persons within 90 days do not need to quarantine.
○ Person’s age 12 and older are strongly encouraged by DPH to be vaccinated.
○ In order to be exempt from quarantine due to a close contact, parents will need to provide

proof of vaccination to the school nurse and staff will need to provide proof of
vaccination to the school nurse. (Testing is recommended on days 3-5 as a precaution to
an exposure).

○ DPH encourages students under 12 to be vaccinated as soon as the vaccine
becomes available to their age group.

● Student to student contact on a bus and in lunchroom and other spaces remains at within
6 feet for 15 minutes.

● Unvaccinated adult to adult (and adult to student) (whether masked or unmasked) close
contact to a COVID positive person, for more than 15 minutes within 6 feet, must
quarantine.

Length of Quarantine:
● COVID positive persons (vaccinated or unvaccinated) need to isolate for 10 days and can return

after day 10, if asymptomatic and have been fever free for 24 hours without use of medication.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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● Fully vaccinated individuals do not need to quarantine even if they are a close contact to a
COVID positive person. VES school nurse must be provided documentation if this occurs.

● Unvaccinated close contacts may return from quarantine after 10 days without a negative test, as
long as they are asymptomatic and continue to self-monitor for the balance of 14 days.

● Rapid antigen tests that are positive do not require a follow up PCR.
● Rapid antigen tests that are negative (on close contact persons) can return after day 10.

Masks
Per DPH and SDE, masks will be worn in schools regardless of vaccination status until September
30, 2021 by Governor’s Executive Order. Subject to Executive Order 13A, all individuals, regardless of
vaccination status, must continue to wear a face-covering mask at all times when:

● Inside public or private school buildings (Pre-K through 12th Grade);
● Inside licensed childcare facilities, including youth camps;
● In any areas accessible by patients or clients inside a licensed healthcare facility, or other

healthcare settings. (For full listing see executive order).
● Inside or outside waiting areas at transportation hubs, or as passengers using intrastate transport

services, including, but not limited to: Buses, and bus stations and stops; Trains, and train
stations; Airports; Taxi stands, rideshare vehicles, or any privately hired transportation vehicles
(e.g., Uber, Lyft, taxis, livery); and ferries or ferry slips.

● Masking is not required outdoors.

Remote Learning (RL): SDE goal is 100% of CT students will return to in-person instruction
● Remote learning was not permitted before Spring 2020 (with a few very rare exceptions on a

case-by-case basis).
● 2020-2021 school year remote learning was permitted due to Executive Orders, which have

expired.
● June 2021 Public Act Nos. 21-46 and 21-2 indicate no remote learning in CT for 2021-22
● Home Schooling, Home Bound Instruction and PPT/Section 504 laws are still in effect.

○ Districts consider alternative programs or settings for students on a case-by-case basis
just as they did prior to March 2020. Districts are to follow LRE (least restrictive
environment) and FAPE (free and appropriate public education).

Instruction for COVID students Quarantined
● If a child is quarantined from school due to a COVID close contact:

○ While a student is quarantined, the classroom teacher will provide digital and/or paper
class work and will check in with the student (or parent) on questions and progress via
email or phone.

○ Students in 3-8 will use Google Classroom; Students in grades K-2 will use Seesaw.
○ Synchronous (live) instruction will not be offered or feasible due to our full return of

students.
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○ If the student is participating in classwork for at least ½ of a school day, they can be
marked present in recording attendance per the State Department of Education.

○ All schoolwork is to be submitted according to the timeline provided by the teacher.
○ Teachers are available during the school day via email, or a voicemail can be left.
○ Classroom teachers, support staff and parents/guardians are the integral bridge for the

child’s support and successful return to school. Upon the student’s return to school, we
will work to ensure they are current with their work and learning.

○ Inclement Weather Remote Learning Days: CT school districts were not granted
permission to offer remote learning during inclement weather days this school year. If
there is a school cancellation, there will be no school and it will be made up at the end of
the school year.

Other information:
● Generally, outdoors is better than indoors, more space is better than less space, masking is better

than not masking in order to keep our students and staff safe at this time.
● Distancing should be 3 feet apart where feasible.
● Cohorting can be relaxed per DPH. This means we can anticipate returning to a more typical

classroom, lunch and special subject (PE, Music, Art & Library/Media) organization.
● Lunches can resume in the lunchroom. Spacing 3 feet apart or more when feasible is desirable.
● Lunch waves will be expanded in order to maximize spacing if possible and encourage masking

in the lunchroom when students are not actively eating.
● Dedicated isolation space for symptomatic persons is no longer required.
● Water fountains will be opened and used as water bottle refilling stations only (no direct drinking

from the fountain).
● CDC does not recommend plexiglass, barriers or shields in school. Research shows it is not

helpful in protecting against COVID-19.
● Hallway travel markers will remain to help with traffic flow in hallways.
● Routine daily cleaning will continue. Disinfection needed in bathrooms, nurse office and known

exposure areas (vomiting and other fluids) with EPA list in compliance with CT green cleaning
laws.

● Student athletes (and students involved in clubs and intramurals) age 12 and older are strongly
encouraged by DPH to be vaccinated. Vaccinated students and coaches will not need to miss
school, sports or clubs if in close contact to a COVID positive person. Unvaccinated persons will
be quarantined if exposed to a COVID positive person.

● VES will revisit visitor policies and although a return to regular visitation is unlikely at this time,
essential or emergency visits may be permitted with full adherence of COVID restrictions.

· Student pick-up and dismissal will be conducted similarly to the previous school year.
● Previous research on music classes (distancing and bell covers for wind instruments) remains best

practice.
● Department of Public Health school recommended layered mitigation strategies are masking,

spacing, testing, ventilation and vaccine.



Voluntown Elementary School
195 Main St.
PO BOX 129
Voluntown, Connecticut 06384
Tel: (860) 376-2325 Fax: (860) 376-6697

As more information becomes available, it will be shared with you. Thank you for your attention to our
safety precautions. Our VES Kindergarten through Eighth Grade school was one of just a few schools in
the State of Connecticut that was full-in-person in 2020-2021. We are now making every effort as a
community to maintain and implement cooperative approaches in 2021-2022 to help our students
continue to receive direct in-school learning opportunities for another school year!

Sincerely,

Adam S. Burrows Amy Suffoletto Lloyd A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools School Principal Director of Student Services
860-376-9167 860-376-2325 860-376-4720
aburrows@voluntownct.org asuffoletto@voluntownct.org ljohnson@voluntownct.org

(ASB, ALS, RLR, and LAJ on 8-23-21)
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